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 There are many di�erent
categories of kitchen styles, and for 
all of them there are ways to design 
in some clever storage ideas. Let’s 
face it, the number of specialized 
tools and gadgets has only 
increased over the decades since 
the kitchens of the 1950’s began 
sporting dishwashers and hand 
mixers. 

 For many homes, our kitchens get 
the same or better decorating 
touch as any other room. Our
customers are delighted to re�ect 
their personal style and favorite 
colors as part of a  remodel. 

Whether you're a homeowner with a dated kitchen that is neither functional nor pleasant, or 
you just need a few tasteful updates, read on for great ideas for your modern
kitchen.

Storage
If you are in the market to do a complete 
remodel of your kitchen, you should 
carefully consider what your storage 
needs will be and how you can make the 
most of the space that you have. Where 
will high-use items like the co�ee maker 
go? And where will you store low-use 
items like the large antique serving tray 
for dinner parties? Do you like the busy, 
cluttered look with pots and pans hang-
ing over an island or are you a minimalist 
who needs clear countertops and a place 
for everything? 

1. Cabinetry
Cabinetry designers have taken into 
account the desire to e�ciently use every 
inch of possible storage space, and 
they've designed some amazing and 
thoughtful solutions for your kitchen. If 
you've ever reorganized your kitchen and 
discovered the long-lost lids to your plas-
tic containers hiding in the dark recesses



of a base cabinet, then you'll
appreciate the option of installing 
large pull out drawers in those base 
cabinets. These innovative pull-outs 
allow you to easily grab what you 
used to have bend down and grope 
for on static shelves. 

2. Baseboard Storage
Placing drawers where there would traditionally be the baseboard or a toe-kick plinth is
another great use of formerly wasted space. Do you have a few �at items that would �t in a 
wide, shallow drawer? Cookie sheets, baking pans, cloth goods, or even pet food and water 
stations can be tucked away at foot level.

3. Banquette
If you are considering banquette seating (a built-in upholstered bench along one side of a 
dining table), make sure you use the space to its full advantage. Banquette seating is often 
designed to lift up on a hinge at the back of the seat. It can o�er a large amount of additional 
storage space, but it does require the seats to be empty to use it. Another option is to build a 
drawer or door on the side or in the back of of the seating area. This allows you to gain the 
space without asking your guests or family to move.

4. Charging Drawer
Even 10 years ago, we didn't have as high 
of a need for places to charge our
electronic devices. The kitchen is a 
common place that people like to charge 
cell phones, tablets, and other electronic 
devices. A drawer with a charging station 
is a way that you can cut down on the 
counter clutter, creating a cleaner,
sleeker aesthetic. A variation on this is 
the utensil drawer with built-in cans that 
contain all your larger tools like scoops, 
ladles, and spatulas.

Choices About the Basics
You’re going to use your new kitchen for 
a long time, and you know that guests 
tend to migrate there when they visit. In 
the planning stages of your kitchen
project, spend time gathering ideas from 
sites like Pinterest or Houzz.



Many modern designs are characterized by sleek, unbroken lines, high-gloss surfaces, and
clutter-free spaces. People who choose to go with a modern aesthetic like it because of its 
ultra-clean appearance. It's also popular because most of us see the kitchen as being a sanitary 
place and we associate that with a minimalist appearance the is easy to clean.

1. Layout
Large kitchen islands have been adopted into American kitchen design as a regular feature. 
They o�er optimal workspace that also allows the person preparing to interact with others 
while moving e�ciently through 
the process of preparing food. 

Another important factor to
consider when laying out a kitchen 
design is creating work or activity 
zones. In addition to cooking and 
cleaning, eating, doing homework 
or paperwork, or even just hanging 
out in the kitchen is a regular 
occurence.
Including a workstation with a 
laptop and a desk drawer or �le cabinet is a non-negotiable with many active families. With so 
many people in the kitchen these days, the tra�c �ow should lend to separate areas for eating, 
washing dishes, and cooking. Planning those spaces out will allow you to use the kitchen most 
e�ciently.

2. Furniture
Mid-century modern has been popular since the late 90’s, and you can use furniture to
highlight modern design elements.

Backless barstools with chrome footrests 
have a modern aesthetic. If it’s a more 
antique look you’re after, look for 
do-it-yourself videos for instructions and 
�ea markets for farmhouse-style tables 
and chairs. They can be easily painted or 
stained to look fabulous in a new kitch-
en. There are so many sources of furni-
ture that there really is a great chance 
you’ll �nd exactly what you need.

3. Countertops
Quartz has become a popular material 
for countertops in the kitchen, and it 

lends itself nicely to the modern aesthetic. One of the bene�ts of quartz is that, since it is partly 
man-made materials, such as resin, it is less porous than marble or granite. A close contender is 
granite, although it’s slightly higher-maintenance



because it is a naturally occurring material in need of sealing and care. For a warmer look, 
butcher block can be used as the countertop. It can also actually look fairly sleek when it is 
stained a dark color.

You can also have a look at some of the current laminates that are surprisingly high-quality, 
glass tops, stainless steel, tile, even specially formulated concrete. The endless combinations 
make it likely that you can achieve the exact look you want in your kitchen.

4 Lighting
Recently lighting has trended away from simple and utilitarian to a more extravagant or
exuberant style. While recessed and track lighting have been staple �xtures in kitchen lighting 
for years, it may be time to branch out a bit into a more creative and personal style. There are 
many lighting contractors that can customize just about any look you want and with the onset 
of the many do-it-yourself shows on TV and the internet, homeowners are designing and 
making their own �xtures! 

One current style might be called 
“industrial chic” that employs composites 
of wood and metal that recall old factories 
or commercial buildings. Glass jars and 
rope accents provide a counterpoint to 
the patina / slightly rusty �nish on copper 
or steel elements.

5. Appliances
Stainless steel appliances have become a 
regular feature in modern kitchens 
because of their appealing sleek and clean 
appearance. In the right environment, 
though, black and white can also complement a modern aesthetic. Another option is concealed 
appliances. To make this option work, you'll need to coordinate the appliances with the
cabinetry. The idea is to make the appliances, such as the refrigerator, blend in with the
cabinetry so that the warmth of the cabinetry is the focus, rather than the metallic or utilitarian 
feel of the appliance. White cabinets can be combined with a white refrigerator that is �ush 
with the cabinets. Also, as with the modern design aesthetic, some smaller appliances can be 
stored behind cabinets, and extra appliances, such as wine chillers, are more likely to be built 
into the cabinetry.

Finishing Touches
These are the accents- the “little things” that can make the di�erence between “Wow!” and 
“hmm.” 



1. Backsplash
Subway tile in kitchens has been trending for a while and is still going strong. It also works well 
with modern aesthetics, as it can look quite sleek. Honeycomb-shaped tile is one of the newer 
design trends, used in backsplashes and �ooring. Colorful mosaics are also in vogue for the 
more adventurous or informal kitchen decorator.

2. Fixtures & Hardware
Chrome and brushed nickel are still the top two materials for kitchen �xture materials. Modern 
faucets generally have simple lines or a curved neck. Like �xtures such as kitchen faucets, if you 
choose to add hardware to cabinets, metallic �nishes with sleek lines and little ornamentation will 
add a modern look. Some cabinets do not need hardware such as drawer pulls which simpli�es 
the look considerably.

3. Fabrics
The fabric of a window treatment or cushion of a dining room chair or barstool is a good place 
to use jewel tones if you want to incorporate that trend. If you want a little bit of color to add 
warmth to a modern kitchen, items that can easily be changed, such as fabric on barstools or 
window valances is a great place to incorporate it without having to commit to a bright purple 
or yellow accent wall.

And don’t forget about the towels and wall hangings! In a simple o�-white kitchen a solid 
colored towel can make a bold statement. Adorn your walls with complementary styles and 
colors so the �oors, �xtures and cabinets don’t have to do all the work.



4. Colors
White is possibly the all-time 
classic color in kitchen design, 
and white cabinets are still 
popular because of their crisp 
appearance. Many homeown-
ers are also pairing white with 
o�-white, creating a slightly 
less clinical appearance. Gray is 
also a popular color, but you 
should be careful when using 
it; has been popular for a while 
now, but it may have peaked and will soon seem dated. Jewel tones like purple, mustard yellow 
and teal green are upwardly trending. White may be the classic color in the modern design 
aesthetic, but adding some bright jewel tone accents can keep things from looking too plain.

5. Window Treatments
There are numerous ways that you can go with window treatments, depending on your needs and 
the degree to which you want to stick with modern aesthetics. One option is to frost the glass with 
a spray, window cling, or purchase glass that has a texture. This option works well if you want 
privacy and have an unsightly view, but you still want to let light into your kitchen. If you are
interested in drapes or curtains, there are many styles that you can choose from. Geometric
patterns are trending right now. You can also opt for a solid color. 

When creating a style, whether it's modern or another design trend, it's not just the exact
materials, colors, and lines, it's also the ways that you combine them. Current trends encourage 
decorators to mix and match what they �nd appealing. Not everything needs to match, so many 
homeowners will mix quartz countertops and stainless steel appliances with dark wood �oors to 
add warmth. The possibilities are endless, but your budget may not be! Consider it a challenge to 
�nd your style in a new kitchen while spending money on the things that really matter.

 




